Airto Moreira & Flora Purim
For Immediate Release
Line up:

Airto Moreira - percussion, drums and vocals

Flora Purim - vocals


Luiz Avellar - acoustic piano

João Moreira - trumpet

Bernardo Moreira - bass

This band is a very exciting mix of cultures, sounds, colors and rhythms which generates a powerful and enlightening energy. They perform a wide variety of styles such as World, Latin, Bossa Nova, Afro-Brazilian, Samba and straight ahead Jazz all together in one show!
One of the most famous and high-profile musicians in his field, Brazilian percussionist / drummer Airto Moreira helped make percussion an essential part of modern Jazz. Throughout his career he has played and recorded with highly esteemed musicians such as Chick Corea, Paul Simon, Quincy Jones, Herbie Hancock, George Duke, Stan Getz, Dizzy Gillespie, Carlos Santana and many others, as well as making his musical contributions to movie sound tracks such as The Exorcist and Apocalypse Now. Airto was voted Downbeat Magazine's percussionist-of-the-year more than 20 times. After making his U.S. debut on the Miles Davis classic Bitches Brew, he went on to perform and record with Miles for two and a half years before becoming a founding member of both pioneering fusion groups Weather Report and Return To Forever.

For those who know Jazz and Latin music, Flora Purim needs little introduction. Her astonishing voice has woven itself into the fabric of three decades of music and she has become one of its brightest luminaries. Flora's once-in-a-generation six-octave voice has earned her two Grammy nominations for Best Female Jazz Performance and Downbeat magazine's Best Female Singer accolade on four occasions. Flora went on to contribute to some of the greatest recordings of the seventies. Her musical partners have included Gil Evans, Stan Getz, Chick Corea, Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonious Monk, Carlos Santana, Mickey Hart and Airto Moreira, with whom she has collaborated on over 30 albums since moving with him from her native Rio de Janeiro to New York in 1967.

João Luiz de Avellar, better known simply as Luiz Avellar (born in Rio de Janeiro) is a Brazilian piano player. With 30 years of career he is nowadays one of the most requested piano players, arrangers and composers. The brightness of his compositions and interpretations reflects on his CDs, at spectacle rooms and movie theaters, being his greatest phase marked by musical maturity and the singularity of his style. Luiz Avellar's technique, ability and talent are the result of his dedication, refined taste and, above all, passion for art He has played with many of the best musicians of Brazil, including Djavan, Gal Costa, Simone, Milton Nascimento, Nico Assumpção, Kiko Freitas and Ney Conceição. He composed the soundtrack of several TV Globo shows and Tainá - Uma Aventura na Amazôniaalso composed the soundtrack of the 2001 movie .
Born June 11th 1970, João Moreira began playing at age 10. He has a Degree in Jazz & Contemporary Music (New School for Social Research, New York) and currently teaches trumpet and theory at the Escola Superior de Música de Lisboa, in Lisbon, Portugal. João Moreira has worked with musicians such as Sheila Jordan, Ben Monder, Rick Margitza, Martin France, and under the direction of Maria Schneider, Kenny Wheeler, and Bob Mintzer, to name a few. João Moreira has also performed as a guest soloist with Portuguese fado singers such as Cristina Branco and Camané.
Born July 23rd 1965, Bernardo Moreira began his musical studies at age 16, both in classical and jazz. He played in numerous national and international music festivals, with musicians such as Rich Perry, Eddie Henderson, Norman Simmons, Al Grey, John Stubblefield, Carl Burnett, Frank Lacy, Daniel Humair, Phil Markowitz, Bruce Barth, Enrico Rava, Yves Robert, Julian Arguelles, Perico Sambeat, Greg Hutchinson, Antonio Sanchez, Rodney Green, Matt Renzi, Jacob Sacks, Marc Turner, Chris Cheek, Norma Winston, as well as legendaries Benny Golson, Freddie Hubbard, Curtis Fuller, Wayne Shorter, Art Farmer and Kenny Wheeler. Bernardo Moreira has recorded extensively with most major jazz musicians in Portugal and has also performed with the Hot Clube Jazz Orquestra, as well as the classical orchestras Orquestra Nacional do Porto, Orquestra Nacional do Teatro S. Carlos and Orquestra Metropolitana de Lisboa.
Flora and Airto as always keep everything in perspective, taking chances to grow and expand their musicality by bringing fresh, new and great music to the steady stream of fans that year by year attend their concerts in droves. This new music will satisfy the new listener as well as the loyal fan. They are reaching audiences of the future with several hits already being played between the top five European groups (Bond, Bellini Brothers, Depeche Mode, and several Sony video games that have already gone platinum). This band is a must see! We guarantee you will come away feeling invigorated and inspired!

