PAROV STELAR – It does mean a thing

“We’re here to have a ball.”
(Art Blakey)

A reasonable amalgamation of Jazz and House is far more difficult than it might look at a first glance. One has to be very talented, to combine the essential elements of both styles to avoid the creation of totally tracks - with NO bollocks. Elevator Muzak always lurkes behind the next corner. So far, Due to his unique Soundaestethics, Parov Stelar aka Marcus Füreder is never in trouble!

Not many artists share this ability to unite these diverse stiles. St. Germain is the best known amongst them. But the frenchman's working methods - he very carefully selects those warm and glowing samples in his tracks - are different to those of Parov Stelar. The Austrian puts his Jazz - Groove - Cutups on a solid foundation of House,

A closer look at the structure of Parov Stelar's tracks reveals a framework that is rooted in Hip Hop, Techno and the more experimental Clicks’n’Cuts-School, rather than being an update or evolutionary product of Jazz. Setting off with compelling loops, he enhances them not via modulation, but by attaching ornaments. Although the track develops and becomes more intense and multi-layered, Parov Stelar always takes his time, contemplates and takes the listener on a exciting trip. This combination of sensibility and a broad musical background are the keys to his unique talent.

 „Wanna Get“ for example, Parov Stelar's best known track up to date, starts off with a simple House-Beat in combination with a bulred percussionsample. He adds a meandering bassline, uses breakdowns to add snaredrum plus cymbals and, after a piano-enhanced break, the trumpet as the track's vital element is introduced. But before one has realised the sheer beauty of these elements - if one hasn't hit the floor already - Parov Stelar aka Marcus Füreder uses another break to add a second vocal-sample and the strings. That's all he needs to create seven minutes of perfectly executed, "Parov Stelaresque" Jazz-House - the main component of his musical works and spectre which also has some very strong and intimate song-structured moments.

Therefore, Parov Stelar polarises the audience and his undogmatic approach to Jazz exposes him to conservative Voices in the scene. Not very plausible, if one considers the usage of samples as a form of paying respect to the originator.

Illustrating the wide musical spectre and sophisticated approach to producing music, Marcus Füreder releases on the Etage Noir-Sublabel "Etage Noir Special Records" under the pseudonym of „Cash Candy“ very beat-orientated tracks. Another proof of his ability to combine and integrate his various influences and admit life's dualities into his creative output, always aware of Duke Ellington’s slogan: „It don’t mean a thing, if it ain’t got that swing“.

Another facet of his unorthodox working methods is the fact, that Marcus Füreder decided in 2005 to create a Parov Stelar Live-Band in order to play euphorically acclaimed, sold-out Gigs in Istanbul, Mexico City all over Europe, which makes him one of Austria's most successful recent Music-Exports.
